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Art Unit: 3677 

DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 
The indicated allowability of claims 7 and 9 is withdrawn in view of a further review that 
took place at this time with respect to Wales (US 348871). Rejections based on the newly 
utilized reference follow. The inconvenience to applicant is regretted. The finality of the last 
office action is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. §103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nonnemacher 
(US 837103) in view of Wales (US 348871). 

Nonnemacher (figure 1 reproduced below with added identifiers) teaches a buckle 
comprising: a main body, the main body including a first connection means including at least one 
bar integrally formed with the main body of the buckle, and defining elongate slots, a, a 2 , therein 
adapted for receiving a length of webbing or the like; and a securing portion, the securing portion 
including a second connection means including a first arm, b', integrally formed with the main 
body of the buckle, wherein the first arm has proximal and distal ends, the proximal end being 
attached to the main body of the buckle and the first arm extending from the main body of the 
buckle in a first direction and defining a first aperture, b2, therewith, and the first aperture having 
an opening at one end, facing in the first direction, through which a captive loop of webbing may 
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be guided into the first aperture if so desired; wherein a second arm, b3, is integrally formed with 
the main body of the buckle, wherein the second arm, b3, extends from the first arm, b', in a 
second direction, substantially opposite to the first direction, and defines a second aperture, b4, 
therewith, wherein the second aperture has an opening at one end, facing in the second direction, 
adapted to be inherently capable of receiving the captive loop of webbing. The second arm, b3, is 
turned through approximately 1 80° relative to the first arm and faces in a direction opposite to 
that of the first arm. The captive loop of webbing is not claimed in combination and the buckle 
of Nonnemacher is fully capable of receiving a captive loop if so desired. The two "means" 
statements, "first connection means" (claim 7, line 2) and "second connection means" (claim 7, 
line 7) are not accorded interpretation under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, sixth paragraph because each is 
followed by language specifically describing the structure performing the function. The 
elongated slots, a, a2, are considered to be defined within two bars with the remaining portion 
defines a grip portion, c. The web passageway leading to the first aperture, b2, is considered 
inclined relative to an axis of the buckle and is narrower than the first aperture. While the device 
of Nonnemacher is not disclosed as used upon a rucksack, the device can inherently be used 
upon a rucksack if so desired and the rucksack is not claimed in combination. 
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First direction 



Second direction 




Longitudinal axis of the buckle 



Passageway narrower than first 
aperture and at an angle to the 
longitudinal axis of the buckle 



The first aperture is inherently dimensioned to allow twisting of webbing that is placed 
therein. The difference is that the elongated slot, a, while curved is not formed as a substantially 
flattened v-shape. However, Wales (figures 1, 9) teaches buckle structure wherein the projecting 
point, e, defines a substantially flattened v-shape with the apex at the center of the slot and that 
such structure has the purpose of preventing accidental disengagement of the webbing (page 1 , 
lines 74-80). 



Slot with a flattened v-shape 
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As it would be beneficial to make the construction of the buckle of Nonnemacher simpler 
and have better engagement of the webbing in the elongated slot than that provided by a curved 
slot, it would have been obvious to make the elongated slot of a flattened v-shape as taught by 
Wales to be advantageous so as to better engage the webbing. Review of applicant's 
specification shows no function ascribed to the substantially flattened v-shaped slot and since 
Wales has a function for the substantially flattened v-shaped slot explicitly within the patent 
specification, the subject matter of this claim would have been obvious given the teachings of 
Nonnemacher and Wales. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nonnemacher 
(US 837103) in view of Wales (US 348871) as applied to claim 7 above, and further in view of 
Ginnel (US 2267235). 

Further modification of the buckle of Nonnemacher such that the buckle is bent along a 
transverse bend line at an acute angle would have been obvious in view of Ginnel (Figures 2, 3) 
teaching a similar buckle including bending the buckle along a transverse bent portion 9 at an 
acute angle so as to provide an offset connection between the first connection 5, 6 for the 
webbing and the second connection 14 for the captive loop so as to provide easier manipulation. 
As it would be advantageous to more easily manipulate the fastener of Nonnemacher, it would 
have been obvious to modify the buckle of Nonnemacher so as to be bent along a transverse 
bend line at an acute angle in view of Ginnel teaching such structure to be desirable for easier 
manipulation of the buckle and webbing. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James R. Brittain whose telephone number is (571) 272-7065. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 5:30-2:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. J. Swann can be reached on (571) 272-7075. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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